
HCH CLASS OF 2024

Joseph
Matthew Montoya 
Son of Ms. Dalila Quintanilla and Mr. 
Joe Montoya
Upon graduation, I will be attending The 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, 
where I will be majoring in Nursing. I 
would like to give special thanks to my 
mom who worked tirelessly to provide 
for me in hard times and supported me 
in all my dreams.
“To doubt everything and to believe 
everything are two equally convenient
solutions; each saves us from thinking.” 
-Henri Poincaré, “Science and 
Hypothesis”

Mattias
Joaquin Mata
Son of Ms. Esmeralda Mata
Upon graduation, I will be attending 
Texas A&M University, where I will 
major in Forensic and Investigative 
Sciences. I would like to extend special 
thanks to my wonderful mother for 
supporting me all these years, as well 
as to my teachers and friends who have 
helped me grow as much as I have.          
“You only live once, but if you do it right, 
once is enough.” - Mae West

Emma
Marie raMos
Daughter of Mr. Ray and Mrs. Mary 
Ramos
Upon graduation, I will be attending 
The University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley, where I will major in Exercise 
Science with a concentration in Physical 
Therapy. I would like to extend special 
thanks to my parents and my teachers 
for everything they have done. I wouldn’t 
be here without them.
“I want to be defind by the things that I 

love, not the things I hate, not the things 
I’m afraid of, not the things that haunt me 
in the middle of the night, I just think that 
you are what you love.”  -Taylor Swift

Levi
reyMundo anciso
Son of Dr. Juan and Mrs. Gloria Anciso
Upon graduation, I will be attending 
The University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley, where I will be majoring in 
Pre-Med Studies. I would like to give 
special thanks to
my parents, for supporting me 
throughout my journey and always 
encouraging me to work hard.
“There’s so much cool.” - Anonymous

Lauren
Mackenzie seelhorst
Daughter of Mr. Tait Seelhorst
Upon graduation, I will be attending The 
University of Texas at Austin, where I will 
be majoring in Environmental Science. I 
would like to extend special thanks to 
my teachers for their invaluable support 
along the way. Additionally, I want to 
express my gratitude to my friends for 
keeping me on track and reminding me 
to enjoy the journey. Lastly, I am deeply 
thankful to my dad for his unwavering 
encouragement and for providing me 
with countless opportunities. My sole 
responsibility was to seize them, and I 
am grateful for his guidance in doing so.
“I always get to where I’m going by 
walking away from where I have been.” 
- Winnie the Pooh

Mia
GoNzALEz
Daughter of Dr. Juan and Mrs. Marissa 
Gonzalez
Upon graduation, I will be attending 
The University of Texas Rio Grande 

Valley, where I will major in Biomedical 
Science. I would like to extend special 
thanks to my parents for always 
inspiring me to reach for the stars, 
my siblings for supporting me in all 
of my endeavors, my grandparents for 
teaching me to be humble and to lead 
with my heart, my coaches for pushing 
me past my limits, my teachers for 
guiding me on my academic journey, 
my friends who kept me optimistic 
about my future, and finally, to myself 
for persevering through my own 
hardships.
“So many people along the way, whatever 
it is you aspire to do, will tell you it can’t 
be done. But all it takes is imagination. 
You dream. You plan. You reach. There 
will be obstacles. There will be doubters. 
There will be mistakes. But with hard 
work, with belief, with confidence and 
trust in yourself and those around you, 
there are no limits.”–Michael Phelps

Karis
sky whitaker
Daughter of Ms. Clarissa Rudd and Mr. 
Kirby Whitaker
Upon graduation, I will be attending The 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, 
where I will be majoring in Finance and 
minoring in Business Management. I 
would like to give special thanks to my 
mom who worked tirelessly to provide 
for me in hard times and supported me 
in all my dreams.
“Dream, it will be there for your creation 
until the end of your life. Dream, though 
your beginnings may be humble, may the 
end be prosperous.” -Min Yoongi

Brandon
delos reyes
Son of Ms. Jocelyn Delos Reyes & 

Nephew of Mrs. Lea Farias
Upon graduation, I will be attending 
The University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley, where I will major in Nursing. 
I would like to extend special thanks 
to family, friends, and staff for their 
support.
“The greatest thing in this world is not so 
much where we stand as in what
direction we are moving.” 
- Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Andy
castellano iV
Son of Ms. Tracy Garcia & Grandson of 
Ms. Dora Gonzalez
Upon graduation, I will be attending 
Texas A&M University, where I will 
major in Mechanical Engineering. I 
would like to extend special thanks 
to my mother, who helps me stay 
motivated to get through school and 
life, and to my grandmother, who 
guides me towards my future and has 
always been my greatest role model. 
I love them both so much, and I am 
grateful that they have always been 
there for me when I need them.
“Keep it simple.” – Kelly Johnson

Andrea
esther raMirez
Daughter of Mr. Eduardo and Mrs. 
Veronica Ramirez
Upon graduation, I will be attending 
Texas State Technical College, where 
I will be majoring in Dental Hygiene. 
I would like to give special thanks to 
my mother and father who are the best 
parents in the entire world!              
“Remember, remember, this is now, and 
now. Live it, feel it, cling to it.” - Sylvia 
Plath
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ECHS CLASS OF 2019

Hannah Jane Powell Taylor Ann Garcia

Abigail Lozano Erika Medrano

Braxton Octavio Macias Kayla Jacqueline Halmon

Emma Elizabeth Huff Emily Capetillo

Shayla Meredith Ortiz Audrie Marie Lozano

Shayla
MEREDITH ORTIZ

Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Marc and 

Lupita Ortiz

I plan to attend the University of 

Texas-Rio Grande Valley for my 

Bachelor’s degree in Physical 

Therapy. It was tough to choose 

what I wanted to become because 

there are so many choices! After 

much consideration, I have decided 

to become a Physical Therapist. It is 

a very demanding job, but with hard 

work and determination, I know I will 

be successful. I would like to thank 

my friends and my parents for sup-

porting and encouraging me through 

my education.

Audrie
 MARIE LOZANO

Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Fred and 

Melissa Lozano

After high school graduation, I plan to 

attend Texas A&M Higher Education 

Center at McAllen, where I will pursue 

a degree in Biomedical Science. 

My career goals are to specialize 

in cardiology or in gastroenterology 

after I have attended medical school. 

I would like to thank my family and 

friends for supporting me on my 

journey these past four years. Along 

with a special thanks to my mom and 

dad for raising me into the adult I am 

today.

Hannah
JANE POWELL

Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joe and 

Tiffany Powell

After graduation, I plan to attend 

the University of Texas-Rio Grande 

Valley to pursue a degree in 

Business Information Systems. I plan 

to pursue a career in Information 

Systems or Video Game Design. I 

would like to thank my family, friends 

and teachers. I could not have made 

it here without all of them. They are 

always there to offer me help and 

support, even through the most 

difficult times and classes.

Taylor
ANN GARCIA

Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Rodolfo and 

Carol Ann Garcia

I plan to attend Texas A&M 

University-College Station after 

high school to pursue a degree in 

Mathematics and possibly Chemical 

Engineering. I would like to become 

a successful Mathematics Professor 

or Engineer. I would like to thank 

my mom and dad for supporting 

and encouraging me through my 

education.

Abigail
LOZANO

Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Lorne and 

Jane Lozano

After graduation, I will be attending 

the University of Texas-Rio Grande 

Valley to pursue a degree in 

Biomedical Sciences. I aspire to 

become a Physician Researcher and 

develop effective treatment options 

for various diseases. My dream is to 

attend medical school at the Mayo 

Clinic. I am also a Greater Texas 

Foundation Scholar and a UTRGV 

Scholar. I would like to thank my 

parents, grandmother, teachers, and 

counselors for supporting and guiding 

me along the way. Most importantly, I 

would like to thank my grandfather for 

motivating me every single day.

Erika
MEDRANO

Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Israel and 

Celia Medrano

After graduation, I will be attending 

Texas A&M University-College 

Station to major in Biomedical 

Sciences for Pre-Veterinary Medicine. 

I plan on becoming a Veterinarian 

and traveling the world. I would like to 

thank my parents for supporting me 

throughout my life and my education, 

and for constantly encouraging me to 

venture out and try new things.

Braxton
OCTAVIO MACIAS

Son of Mr. & Mrs. David and Shan-

non Macias

After high school, I will be 

attending Texas A&M University-

College Station for Technology 

Management. A goal I have is to 

join the Navy. This will be done 

by joining the Corps of Cadets at 

TAMU. I would like to thank my dog, 

Wrinkles for always putting a smile 

on my face during the bad days. 

Furthermore, my parents for raising 

me to be a good student as a young 

child, so it was easier to succeed as 

I got older.

Kayla
JACQUELINE HALMON

Daughter of Ms. Sandra Halmon

After graduation, I will attend Texas 

State Technical College to pursue 

a degree in Health Information 

Technology. I plan to become an 

Ultrasound Technician or pursue 

another health technology career. 

I would like to thank God for 

supporting me and encouraging me 

through my education.

Emma
ELIZABETH HUFF

Daughter of Dr. Thomas and 

Veronica Huff

After high school graduation, I plan 

to attend Texas State University 

where I will study Biochemistry/Pre-

Medicine. I hope to pursue medicine 

as a doctor of osteopathy and serve 

in the Rio Grande Valley as the 

third Doctor Huff, after my father 

and sister. I would like to thank Ms. 

Poppe who is a ray of sunshine at 

Early College High School, and my 

loving parents who have counseled 

me and kept me sane the past four 

years.

Emily
CAPETILLO

Daughter of Ms. Elizabeth Ann 

Rivera

After high school graduation, I will 

be attending the University of North 

Texas and pursue a Bachelor’s 

degree in Broadcast Journalism. I 

hope to work for a news company 

like ABC News or a media company 

like Refinery29. No matter what I 

end up doing, my ultimate goal is 

to travel and experience what the 

world has to offer. I would like to 

thank my family for pushing me to 

do better, and for keeping up with all 

my craziness. I also want to thank 

my amazing, supportive friends 

for encouraging and helping me to 

become a better person. I love them 

both. Thank you!
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